
Kinship and Progress

Introduction

Kinship  is  a  fundamental  aspect  of  human  society, 

shaping our  relationships,  values,  and identities.  Yet, 

the nature of kinship is constantly evolving, influenced 

by  cultural,  social,  and  technological  changes.  In 

"Kinship  and  Progress,"  we  embark  on  a  journey  to 

explore the changing landscape of kinship in the 21st 

century.

Kinship  has  traditionally  been  defined  by  blood, 

marriage,  and adoption.  However,  in  recent  decades, 

new forms of kinship have emerged, challenging these 

traditional notions. Fictive kinship, for example, refers 

to relationships that are not based on biological or legal 

ties  but  are  nonetheless  recognized  and  valued  as 

family.  The  rise  of  adoption,  surrogacy,  and  other 

assisted reproductive technologies has also expanded 
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the boundaries of kinship, raising questions about the 

meaning of relatedness.

Technology  has  also  played  a  significant  role  in 

reshaping  kinship.  Social  media  platforms,  video 

conferencing tools, and other digital technologies have 

made it easier for people to stay connected with family 

members  who  live  far  away.  However,  these 

technologies  can  also  create  new  challenges  for 

kinship,  such as  the  blurring  of  boundaries  between 

public  and  private  life  and  the  potential  for  online 

harassment and cyberbullying.

Cultural  and social  changes  have also  influenced the 

nature  of  kinship.  The  rise  of  individualism,  for 

example,  has  led  to  a  decline  in  the  importance  of 

extended  family  ties  in  some  societies.  At  the  same 

time,  the  growing  diversity  of  family  structures, 

including  single-parent  households,  blended  families, 

and  cohabiting  couples,  has  challenged  traditional 

notions of kinship.
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In this book, we will  explore these and other factors 

that are shaping the future of kinship. We will examine 

how kinship is changing in different parts of the world 

and  how  these  changes  are  impacting  individuals, 

families,  and communities.  We will  also consider the 

implications  of  these  changes  for  public  policy  and 

social welfare.

"Kinship  and  Progress"  is  a  timely  and  thought-

provoking examination of one of the most fundamental 

aspects  of  human  society.  It  is  essential  reading  for 

anyone  interested  in  understanding  the  changing 

nature of family and relationships in the 21st century.
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Book Description

In "Kinship and Progress," Pasquale De Marco takes a 

fresh look at the changing nature of kinship in the 21st 

century. Drawing on a wide range of sources, including 

anthropological  studies,  sociological  research,  and 

personal narratives, Pasquale De Marco explores how 

kinship  is  being  shaped  by  cultural,  social,  and 

technological changes.

One of the most significant changes in kinship is the 

rise of new forms of relatedness. Traditional notions of 

kinship,  based on blood, marriage,  and adoption, are 

being challenged by the emergence of fictive kinship, 

surrogacy,  and  other  assisted  reproductive 

technologies.  These  new  forms  of  kinship  raise 

important questions about the meaning of family and 

relatedness.

Another major factor shaping kinship is the increasing 

diversity  of  family  structures.  Single-parent 
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households,  blended families,  and cohabiting couples 

are  becoming  more  common,  and these  changes  are 

challenging traditional notions of kinship. At the same 

time, the rise of individualism is leading to a decline in 

the  importance  of  extended  family  ties  in  some 

societies.

Technology  is  also  playing  a  significant  role  in 

reshaping  kinship.  Social  media  platforms,  video 

conferencing tools, and other digital technologies have 

made it easier for people to stay connected with family 

members  who  live  far  away.  However,  these 

technologies  can  also  create  new  challenges  for 

kinship,  such as  the  blurring  of  boundaries  between 

public  and  private  life  and  the  potential  for  online 

harassment and cyberbullying.

"Kinship  and  Progress"  is  a  timely  and  thought-

provoking examination of one of the most fundamental 

aspects of human society. Pasquale De Marco provides 

a  nuanced  and  insightful  analysis  of  the  changing 
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nature of kinship and its implications for individuals, 

families,  and  communities.  This  book  is  essential 

reading  for  anyone  interested  in  understanding  the 

future of family and relationships.
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Chapter 1: The Ties That Bind

Kinship in the 21st Century

The 21st  century has witnessed profound changes in 

the nature of kinship. Traditional notions of family and 

relatedness  are  being  challenged  by  cultural,  social, 

and technological shifts. This topic will explore some of 

the key trends shaping kinship in the modern world.

One significant  trend is  the  rise  of  individualism.  In 

many  societies,  people  are  increasingly  prioritizing 

their  own  personal  goals  and  aspirations  over  the 

needs of their extended family. This has led to a decline 

in  the  importance  of  traditional  kinship  ties  and  an 

increase  in  the  number  of  people  living  alone  or  in 

non-traditional family structures.

Another trend is the growing diversity of family forms. 

In the past, the nuclear family consisting of a married 

couple  and  their  children  was  the  dominant  model. 

However,  today  there  are  many  different  types  of 
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families,  including  single-parent  households,  blended 

families,  cohabiting  couples,  and  polyamorous 

relationships.  This  diversity  reflects  the  changing 

values and lifestyles of people in the 21st century.

Technology has also played a major role in reshaping 

kinship.  Social  media  platforms,  video  conferencing 

tools, and other digital technologies have made it easier 

for people to stay connected with family members who 

live  far  away.  However,  these  technologies  can  also 

create new challenges for kinship, such as the blurring 

of boundaries between public and private life and the 

potential for online harassment and cyberbullying.

Finally,  globalization  has  also  had  an  impact  on 

kinship.  As  people  migrate  from  one  country  to 

another, they often leave behind their extended family 

and friends. This can lead to feelings of isolation and 

loneliness, but it can also create new opportunities for 

forming  kinship  ties  with  people  from  different 

cultures.
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The changing nature of kinship in the 21st century has 

implications  for  individuals,  families,  and 

communities.  It  is  important  to  understand  these 

changes in order to develop policies and programs that 

support families and help them to thrive.
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Chapter 1: The Ties That Bind

The Changing Face of Family

The traditional nuclear family, consisting of a married 

couple and their biological  children,  is  no longer the 

only or even the most common family structure in the 

United States. Today, there are many different types of 

families,  including  single-parent  households,  blended 

families, cohabiting couples, and childless couples. This 

diversity  of  family  structures  reflects  the  changing 

social and economic landscape of the 21st century.

One of the most significant factors contributing to the 

changing face of family is the rising rate of divorce. In 

the  United  States,  the  divorce  rate  has  more  than 

doubled since the 1960s, and it is now estimated that 

nearly half of all marriages will end in divorce. Divorce 

can have a devastating impact on families, leading to 

financial  hardship,  emotional  distress,  and  strained 

relationships between parents and children.
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Another  factor  contributing  to  the  changing  face  of 

family  is  the  increasing  number  of  people  who  are 

choosing to have children outside of marriage. In the 

United  States,  the  number  of  births  to  unmarried 

women has more than doubled since the 1960s, and it 

is  now estimated that  nearly  half  of  all  children are 

born to unmarried parents. This trend is due in part to 

the  rising  age  of  marriage  and  the  increasing 

acceptance of single parenthood.

The  changing  face  of  family  is  also  being  driven  by 

economic  factors.  The  rising  cost  of  housing  and 

childcare is making it increasingly difficult for families 

to afford a traditional single-family home. As a result, 

more  and  more  families  are  living  in  multi-

generational  households  or  in  shared  housing 

arrangements.

The  changing  face  of  family  has  a  number  of 

implications  for  society.  For  example,  the  increasing 

number of single-parent households is putting a strain 
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on  social  welfare  programs.  Additionally,  the  rising 

number of  children living  in  poverty  is  leading  to  a 

decline in educational attainment and an increase in 

crime.

Despite these challenges,  the changing face of  family 

can  also  be  seen  as  a  positive  development.  The 

diversity  of  family  structures  reflects  the  changing 

values  and  lifestyles  of  Americans.  It  also  provides 

opportunities  for  new and innovative  ways  of  living 

and raising children.

The changing face of family is a complex and evolving 

issue.  There  is  no  one-size-fits-all  solution  to  the 

challenges  that  families  face  today.  However,  by 

understanding  the  factors  that  are  driving  these 

changes,  we  can develop  policies  and programs that 

support families and help them to thrive.

12



Chapter 1: The Ties That Bind

The Impact of Technology on Relationships

Technology has become an integral part of our lives, 

and  it  has  also  had  a  profound  impact  on  our 

relationships. On the one hand, technology has made it 

easier for us to stay connected with friends and family 

who  live  far  away.  Social  media  platforms,  video 

conferencing tools, and other digital technologies allow 

us  to  share  our  thoughts,  experiences,  and emotions 

with others in real  time.  This can help to strengthen 

our relationships and make us feel more connected to 

each other.

On the other hand, technology can also have a negative 

impact  on  relationships.  For  example,  spending  too 

much  time  on  social  media  can  lead  to  feelings  of 

isolation  and  loneliness.  Additionally,  the  constant 

bombardment of information and notifications can be 

overwhelming and stressful. This can make it difficult 
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to focus on our relationships and to be present in the 

moment.

Technology  can  also  be  used  to  facilitate  online 

harassment  and  cyberbullying.  This  can  have  a 

devastating  impact  on  victims,  leading  to  anxiety, 

depression, and even suicidal thoughts. In some cases, 

cyberbullying can even lead to violence.

It  is  important  to  be  aware of  both the positive  and 

negative  impacts  that  technology  can  have  on 

relationships.  By  using  technology  wisely,  we  can 

harness  its  potential  to  strengthen  our  relationships 

and connect with others in meaningful ways. However, 

we also need to be mindful of the potential risks and 

take steps to protect ourselves from online harassment 

and cyberbullying.

Ultimately, the impact of technology on relationships is 

complex and multifaceted. It is important to consider 

both the positive and negative effects of technology and 
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to  use  it  wisely  in  order  to  foster  healthy  and 

meaningful relationships.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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