
Operation Turnaround

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, in Operation Turnaround, takes us 

on a  thrilling  journey through the  annals  of  history, 

uncovering the untold story of a daring USAF mission 

that  went  awry.  This  gripping  account  transports  us 

back to the Cold War era, a time of heightened tensions 

and  clandestine  operations.  At  the  heart  of  the 

narrative lies a lone survivor, a skilled pilot who finds 

himself  stranded  in  the  treacherous  terrain  of 

Communist Albania.

As  the  pilot  evades  capture  and  desperately  seeks  a 

way  to  deliver  his  precious  cargo,  he  encounters  a 

group  of  friendly  partisans,  including  a  courageous 

woman  who  risks  her  own  life  to  aid  his  cause. 

Together,  they  embark  on  a  perilous  journey, 
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navigating the primitive and unforgiving landscape of 

Albania, always one step ahead of their pursuers.

Along the way, the pilot uncovers the true nature of his 

mission, a secret that could alter the course of history. 

The  stakes  escalate  as  he  realizes  the  gravity  of  the 

information  he  carries  and  the  relentless  pursuit  by 

enemy  forces.  Betrayal,  treachery,  and  desperate 

measures become the defining elements of  this  high-

stakes adventure.

Operation  Turnaround  meticulously  recreates  the 

harrowing  events  of  this  extraordinary  mission, 

drawing on meticulous research and vivid storytelling. 

Pasquale  De  Marco  weaves  together  a  tapestry  of 

suspense, intrigue, and human resilience, capturing the 

essence  of  a  forgotten  chapter  in  the  annals  of 

espionage.

Through  the  lens  of  the  pilot's  perilous  journey, 

Operation Turnaround sheds light on the complexities 

of the Cold War, the sacrifices made by unsung heroes, 

2



and the enduring legacy of a mission that continues to 

fascinate and inspire.

In  the  tradition  of  classic  spy  thrillers,  Operation 

Turnaround delivers an unforgettable experience that 

will  captivate  readers  from  beginning  to  end.  Its 

gripping  narrative,  vivid  characters,  and  thought-

provoking  themes  make  it  a  must-read  for  anyone 

fascinated by history, espionage, and the indomitable 

spirit of those who dare to defy the odds.

3



Book Description

In a forgotten chapter of  the Cold War,  a  lone USAF 

pilot finds himself stranded in the treacherous terrain 

of Communist Albania. His mission: to deliver a secret 

message that could alter the course of history. But as he 

evades relentless pursuers and navigates the primitive 

and  unforgiving  landscape,  he  uncovers  a  web  of 

betrayal  and  danger  that  threatens  to  unravel 

everything.

Operation Turnaround is a gripping tale of espionage, 

intrigue,  and human resilience.  Based  on meticulous 

research  and  vivid  storytelling,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

transports readers to a time of heightened tensions and 

clandestine operations, where the fate of nations hung 

in the balance.

Through  the  pilot's  perilous  journey,  the  book  sheds 

light on the hidden sacrifices made by unsung heroes 

and the enduring legacy of a mission that continues to 
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fascinate  and  inspire.  It's  a  story  that  explores  the 

complexities  of  loyalty,  courage,  and the indomitable 

spirit of those who dare to defy the odds.

With  its  unforgettable  characters,  heart-pounding 

suspense,  and  thought-provoking  themes,  Operation 

Turnaround is  a  must-read for  anyone fascinated by 

history,  espionage,  and  the  enduring  power  of  the 

human  spirit.  It's  a  timeless  tale  that  will  captivate 

readers  from beginning  to  end,  leaving  them with  a 

profound appreciation for the sacrifices made by those 

who fought in the shadows to protect our freedom.

Join the pilot on his extraordinary mission and uncover 

the untold story of a forgotten chapter in the annals of 

espionage.  Operation  Turnaround  is  a  gripping  and 

immersive  experience  that  will  transport  you  to  a 

world  of  danger,  intrigue,  and  unwavering 

determination.
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Chapter 1: The Mission

1. USAF transport mission

On a frigid December morning in 1954, a lone USAF C-

47 transport aircraft embarked on a top-secret mission 

from an airbase in West Germany. The plane, piloted 

by  Captain  Jack  Riley,  carried  a  crew  of  four  and  a 

single passenger: Major William Carter, a high-ranking 

intelligence officer.

Major Carter was entrusted with a briefcase containing 

highly  sensitive  documents,  code-named  "Operation 

Turnaround."  The  contents  of  the  briefcase  were  of 

utmost  importance  to  the  United  States  government, 

and  their  safe  delivery  could  potentially  alter  the 

course of the Cold War.

The C-47 flew under the cover of  darkness,  its  radar 

systems  switched  off  to  avoid  detection.  The  crew 

maintained radio silence, communicating only through 

hand signals and prearranged codes. Their destination 
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was  an  airstrip  deep  within  Albania,  a  communist 

country allied with the Soviet Union.

As the plane approached the Albanian border, the crew 

became aware of Soviet MiG-15 fighter jets patrolling 

the  airspace.  Riley  skillfully  maneuvered  the  C-47, 

hugging  the  rugged  mountain  terrain  to  evade 

detection. However, as they crossed the border, one of 

the MiGs spotted them and gave chase.
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Chapter 1: The Mission

2. Courier with secret information

Colonel  John Smith,  a  highly skilled and experienced 

USAF pilot, was entrusted with a mission of paramount 

importance: to transport a courier carrying top-secret 

information  across  enemy  territory.  The  courier,  a 

woman named Sarah Jones, possessed knowledge that 

could potentially alter the course of the Cold War.

Sarah's  information  was  contained  in  a  small, 

unassuming briefcase that she carried with her at all 

times. The briefcase was equipped with a self-destruct 

mechanism,  ensuring  that  its  contents  would  be 

destroyed if it fell into the wrong hands.

John and Sarah boarded a C-130 transport plane, along 

with  a  small  crew  of  handpicked  soldiers.  Their 

destination  was  a  remote  airstrip  in  Albania,  a 

Communist  country  that  was  closely  allied  with  the 

Soviet Union.
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The  flight  was  uneventful  until  the  plane  entered 

Albanian airspace. Suddenly, they were intercepted by 

two  MiG-15  fighter  jets.  The  MiGs  opened  fire,  and 

John's plane was hit.

John managed to evade the MiGs and crash-land the 

plane  in  a  mountainous  region  of  Albania.  He  and 

Sarah survived the crash,  but  they were stranded in 

hostile territory.

John and Sarah knew that they had to find a way to 

deliver Sarah's briefcase to its intended recipient. They 

also  knew  that  they  had  to  evade  capture  by  the 

Albanian authorities  and the  Soviet  forces  that  were 

undoubtedly searching for them.
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Chapter 1: The Mission

3. Communist territory

The USAF transport plane carrying the courier and his 

precious  cargo  strayed  over  Communist  territory,  a 

brazen  violation  of  airspace  that  sent  shockwaves 

through  the  political  landscape.  The  Cold  War  had 

escalated to a new level of tension as the United States 

and its allies faced off against the Soviet Union and its 

satellite states.

The  airspace  over  Communist  territory  was  heavily 

guarded by advanced anti-aircraft systems and vigilant 

radar  networks,  making  it  a  perilous  zone  for  any 

unauthorized aircraft. The USAF transport plane, flying 

at a high altitude, had managed to evade detection for 

some time, its mission shrouded in secrecy.

However, fate had a cruel twist in store. A sudden shift 

in wind currents caused the plane to veer slightly off 

course,  bringing  it  within  range  of  a  Soviet  radar 
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installation. The alarm was raised, and within minutes, 

MiG  fighter  jets  were  scrambled  to  intercept  the 

intruder.

The  transport  plane,  unaware  of  the  danger  lurking 

behind it, continued its flight path, its crew focused on 

their mission. Suddenly, the sky erupted in a deafening 

roar as the MiG jets closed in, their cannons blazing. 

The transport plane was hit, its fuselage riddled with 

bullets.  Smoke  filled  the  cabin  as  the  crew  fought 

desperately to regain control.

The plane lurched violently,  sending the courier and 

his  precious  cargo  tumbling  through the  air.  With  a 

sickening thud, the plane crashed into the unforgiving 

terrain below, its mission abruptly ended.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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