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Introduction

Welcome to  the  world  of  Oracle  Forms Developer,  a 

powerful tool that empowers you to build sophisticated 

data-driven applications with ease. This comprehensive 

guide is designed to take you on a journey from novice 

to expert, providing you with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to unlock the full potential of Oracle Forms 

Developer.

As  you embark  on this  learning  adventure,  you will 

discover  the  intuitive  Forms  Builder  environment, 

where  you  can  visually  design  forms,  reports,  and 

menus without writing a single line of code. You will 

also delve into the world of Forms triggers, powerful 
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event-driven programming constructs that enable you 

to  add  dynamic  behavior  and  interactivity  to  your 

applications.

Furthermore,  you  will  explore  the  art  of  creating 

multiform  applications,  seamlessly  linking  multiple 

forms to provide a cohesive user experience. You will 

learn  how  to  integrate  reports  into  your  forms, 

allowing  users  to  effortlessly  generate  and  view 

information.  Additionally,  you  will  gain  expertise  in 

deploying your forms applications,  ensuring they are 

accessible to users across various platforms.

This book is more than just a technical manual; it's a 

roadmap  to  becoming  a  proficient  Oracle  Forms 

developer.  With  its  in-depth  explanations,  real-world 

examples, and practical exercises, you will master the 

intricacies of Oracle Forms Developer and unlock your 

potential  to  create robust,  scalable,  and user-friendly 

applications.

2



So, whether you are a seasoned developer seeking to 

expand your skillset or a newcomer eager to embark 

on a rewarding career in Oracle Forms development, 

this  book  is  your  ultimate  companion.  Prepare  to 

unlock  the  power  of  Oracle  Forms  Developer  and 

transform your application development journey.
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Book Description

Embark  on  a  transformative  learning  journey  with 

Oracle Forms Developer - Mastering Forms Design and 

Application  Development,  your  comprehensive  guide 

to  building  robust  and  user-friendly  data-driven 

applications. This book is meticulously crafted to equip 

you with the skills and knowledge necessary to harness 

the power of Oracle Forms Developer, empowering you 

to  create  applications  that  meet  the  demands  of 

modern businesses.

As  you  delve  into  this  comprehensive  resource,  you 

will  discover  the  intricacies  of  the  Forms  Builder 

environment,  where  you  can  visually  design  forms, 

reports, and menus with ease. You will also master the 

art  of  writing  Forms  triggers,  powerful  event-driven 

programming  constructs  that  add  dynamic  behavior 

and interactivity to your applications.
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Furthermore,  you  will  explore  the  concepts  of 

multiform  applications,  seamlessly  linking  multiple 

forms to provide a cohesive user experience. You will 

learn  how  to  integrate  reports  into  your  forms, 

allowing  users  to  effortlessly  generate  and  view 

information.  Additionally,  you  will  gain  expertise  in 

deploying your forms applications,  ensuring they are 

accessible to users across various platforms.

This book is more than just a technical manual; it's a 

roadmap  to  becoming  a  proficient  Oracle  Forms 

developer.  With  its  in-depth  explanations,  real-world 

examples, and practical exercises, you will master the 

intricacies of Oracle Forms Developer and unlock your 

potential  to  create robust,  scalable,  and user-friendly 

applications.

Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  developer  seeking  to 

expand your skillset or a newcomer eager to embark 

on a rewarding career in Oracle Forms development, 

this  book  is  your  ultimate  companion.  Prepare  to 
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unlock  the  power  of  Oracle  Forms  Developer  and 

transform your application development journey.

With  Oracle  Forms  Developer  -  Mastering  Forms 

Design  and  Application  Development  as  your  guide, 

you will:

 Master the Forms Builder environment and its 

powerful tools

 Create sophisticated forms,  reports,  and menus 

visually

 Utilize Forms triggers to add dynamic behavior 

and interactivity

 Build  multiform  applications  that  provide  a 

seamless user experience

 Integrate reports into your forms for easy data 

visualization

 Deploy  your  forms  applications  across  various 

platforms
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Elevate  your  Oracle  Forms  development  skills  and 

unlock  the  full  potential  of  this  powerful  tool  with 

Oracle Forms Developer - Mastering Forms Design and 

Application Development.
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Chapter  1:  Unveiling  Oracle  Forms 

Developer

Overview of Oracle Forms Developer

Oracle Forms Developer is a powerful tool that enables 

developers  to  create  sophisticated  data-driven 

applications with ease. Its intuitive visual development 

environment,  Forms  Builder,  allows  users  to  design 

forms, reports, and menus without writing a single line 

of code. This makes it an ideal choice for developers of 

all  skill  levels,  from  beginners  to  experienced 

professionals.

In  this  chapter,  we  will  provide  a  comprehensive 

overview of Oracle Forms Developer, covering its key 

features  and  benefits.  We  will  explore  the  Forms 

Builder  environment,  including  its  various  tools  and 

palettes.  We  will  also  discuss  the  different  types  of 

forms  and  reports  that  can  be  created  using  Oracle 

Forms Developer, as well as the various programming 
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constructs available for adding dynamic behavior and 

interactivity to applications.

By  the  end  of  this  chapter,  you  will  have  a  solid 

understanding  of  the  capabilities  of  Oracle  Forms 

Developer and how it can be used to create robust and 

user-friendy applications.

Key Features and Benefits of Oracle Forms Developer

Oracle Forms Developer offers a wide range of features 

and  benefits  that  make  it  an  attractive  choice  for 

developers. Some of the key features include:

 Visual development environment: Forms Builder 

provides a visual development environment that 

allows developers to design forms, reports, and 

menus without writing code. This makes it easy 

for  developers  to  create  sophisticated 

applications quickly and easily.

 Rich set of components: Oracle Forms Developer 

includes  a  rich  set  of  components  that  can  be 
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used  to  create  a  wide  variety  of  forms  and 

reports.  These  components  include  fields, 

buttons,  checkboxes,  radio  buttons,  list  boxes, 

and more.

 Event-driven  programming:  Oracle  Forms 

Developer  supports  event-driven programming, 

which  allows  developers  to  add  dynamic 

behavior and interactivity to their applications. 

This is done by writing triggers, which are pieces 

of  code that  are  executed when certain events 

occur, such as when a button is clicked or a field 

is changed.

 Data  access:  Oracle  Forms  Developer  provides 

seamless  access  to  data  stored  in  Oracle 

databases. This makes it easy for developers to 

create  applications  that  can  query,  insert, 

update, and delete data.

 Deployment flexibility:  Oracle Forms Developer 

applications  can  be  deployed  on  a  variety  of 

platforms, including Windows, Linux, and UNIX. 

10



This  makes it  easy for  developers  to  distribute 

their  applications  to  users  across  different 

operating systems.

Applications of Oracle Forms Developer

Oracle Forms Developer is used to create a wide variety 

of applications, including:

 Business applications: Oracle Forms Developer is 

often used to create business applications, such 

as  customer  relationship  management  (CRM) 

systems,  inventory  management  systems,  and 

order processing systems. These applications are 

typically  used  to  automate  business  processes 

and improve efficiency.

 Data entry applications: Oracle Forms Developer 

can  also  be  used  to  create  data  entry 

applications,  such  as  forms  for  collecting 

customer  information,  employee  information, 

and product information. These applications are 
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typically used to capture data and store it  in a 

database.

 Reporting applications: Oracle Forms Developer 

can  be  used  to  create  reporting  applications, 

such  as  reports  that  display  sales  figures, 

inventory  levels,  and  customer  trends.  These 

applications are typically used to provide users 

with insights into their data.
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 Chapter 1: Unveiling Oracle Forms 

Developer

 Understanding  the  Forms  Builder 

Environment

Oracle Forms Builder is the primary tool used to create 

Oracle  Forms  applications.  It  provides  a 

comprehensive and intuitive graphical  user interface 

(GUI) that allows developers to visually design forms, 

reports,  and  menus  without  writing  a  single  line  of 

code.

Upon launching Forms Builder, you are presented with 

a workspace consisting of several key components:

 Menu Bar: The menu bar at the top of the Forms 

Builder  window  provides  access  to  a  range  of 

commands  and  options  for  creating  and 

modifying forms and reports.
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 Toolbar: The  toolbar  below  the  menu  bar 

contains a collection of frequently used buttons 

that provide quick access to common tasks, such 

as creating new forms,  opening existing forms, 

and running reports.

 Workspace: The  central  area  of  the  Forms 

Builder window is the workspace, where you can 

visually  design  your  forms  and  reports.  The 

workspace is divided into two panes: the Design 

Pane and the Property Inspector.

 Design Pane: The Design Pane is where you drag 

and drop form objects,  such as  fields,  buttons, 

and labels, to create the layout of your form. You 

can  also  use  the  Layout  Editor  to  precisely 

position objects on the form.

 Property  Inspector: The  Property  Inspector 

displays the properties of the currently selected 

object  in  the  Design  Pane.  You  can  use  the 
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Property  Inspector  to  modify  the  appearance, 

behavior, and data binding of form objects.

 Palette: The Palette,  located on the left  side of 

the Forms Builder window, contains a collection 

of form objects that you can drag and drop onto 

the  Design  Pane.  The  Palette  is  organized  into 

several  categories,  such as  Fields,  Buttons,  and 

Navigational Elements.

 Object Navigator: The Object Navigator, located 

at  the  bottom  of  the  Forms  Builder  window, 

provides a hierarchical view of all the objects in 

your  form  or  report.  You  can  use  the  Object 

Navigator  to  quickly  navigate  between  objects 

and modify their properties.

As  a  developer,  understanding  the  Forms  Builder 

environment is crucial for creating effective and user-

friendly Oracle Forms applications.  The intuitive GUI 

and  comprehensive  set  of  tools  provided  by  Forms 
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Builder empower you to visually design forms, reports, 

menus, and build sophisticated applications with ease.
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Chapter  1:  Unveiling  Oracle  Forms 

Developer

Creating Your First Forms Application

Welcome  to  the  exciting  world  of  Oracle  Forms 

Developer, a powerful tool that empowers you to create 

sophisticated data-driven applications with ease. In this 

chapter, we will embark on a journey to build your first 

Forms application, step by step.

Before diving into the Forms Builder environment, let's 

understand  the  fundamental  concepts  behind  Oracle 

Forms. Forms are essentially electronic representations 

of paper forms, allowing you to collect and display data 

in  a  user-friendly  manner.  Forms  consist  of  various 

objects, such as fields, buttons, and checkboxes, which 

can be arranged and customized to meet your specific 

requirements.

To create your first Forms application, you will utilize 

the Forms Builder, a visual development environment 
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that provides a drag-and-drop interface. This intuitive 

interface enables you to easily create and manipulate 

forms, reports, and menus without writing a single line 

of code.

Once you have a basic understanding of Oracle Forms 

concepts and the Forms Builder environment, it's time 

to create your first application. Begin by launching the 

Forms Builder  and selecting  the  "New Form" option. 

This  will  open a new form template,  where you can 

start designing your application.

The Forms Builder provides a wide range of tools and 

features to assist you in designing your form. You can 

add fields to collect data, such as text fields, date fields, 

and checkboxes. You can also add buttons to perform 

actions, such as saving or submitting data. Additionally, 

you  can  enhance  the  appearance  of  your  form  by 

customizing colors, fonts, and layouts.

As you build your form, remember to consider the user 

experience. Ensure that your form is easy to navigate 
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and understand. Group related fields together and use 

clear and concise labels. Additionally, provide helpful 

instructions  or  prompts  to  guide  users  through  the 

form.

Once you are satisfied with the design of your form, 

you can save it and preview it to see how it will appear 

to  users.  You  can  also  define  various  properties  for 

your form, such as the title, size, and background color.

Creating  your  first  Forms  application  is  an  exciting 

milestone  in  your  journey  as  an  Oracle  Forms 

developer. With the Forms Builder and its user-friendly 

interface,  you  can  easily  build  sophisticated 

applications that meet the needs of your business.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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