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Introduction

Welcome  to  the  wondrous  world  of  opera!  This 

comprehensive  guide  will  take  you  on  a  journey 

through  the  rich  history,  captivating  music,  and 

unforgettable  characters  that  make opera one of  the 

most beloved art forms.

Whether  you're  a  seasoned  opera  aficionado  or  a 

newcomer  to  this  enchanting  realm,  this  book  will 

provide you with invaluable insights and knowledge. 

Within  these  pages,  you'll  discover  the  essential 

elements  that  define  opera,  from  its  captivating 

musical  scores  to  its  dramatic  storytelling  and 

elaborate stagecraft.

Opera  has  a  long  and  storied  history,  with  roots 

stretching back to the courts of Renaissance Italy. Over 
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the  centuries,  it  has  evolved  and  transformed, 

reflecting  the  social,  cultural,  and artistic  changes  of 

each era. In this book, we'll explore the major periods 

of  opera  history,  from  the  Baroque  masterpieces  of 

Handel  and Monteverdi  to the Romantic  triumphs of 

Verdi and Wagner.

But  opera  is  not  just  about  the  past.  It's  a  living, 

breathing  art  form  that  continues  to  captivate 

audiences around the globe. In recent years, we've seen 

a  resurgence  of  interest  in  opera,  with  new  works 

being  commissioned  and  performed  by  innovative 

companies and artists. This book will introduce you to 

some of the most exciting contemporary operas and the 

visionaries who are shaping the future of this beloved 

art form.

Of course, no discussion of opera would be complete 

without  celebrating  the  extraordinary  singers, 

conductors,  and  directors  who  bring  these  works  to 

life.  In  this  book,  you'll  learn  about  the  legendary 
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performers who have graced the opera stage, from the 

legendary Maria Callas to the contemporary stars like 

Anna  Netrebko  and  Plácido  Domingo.  You'll  also 

discover the influential  conductors who have shaped 

the  sound  of  opera,  such  as  Arturo  Toscanini  and 

Herbert von Karajan, and the visionary directors who 

have reimagined classic operas for modern audiences.

Whether you're planning a trip to the opera house or 

simply  want  to  deepen  your  appreciation  for  this 

extraordinary  art  form,  this  book  is  your  essential 

guide. So sit back, relax, and prepare to be transported 

to the magical world of opera!

Sincerely, Pasquale De Marco
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Book Description

The  Opera  Codex is  the  ultimate  guide  to  the 

captivating world of opera. Whether you're a seasoned 

opera  aficionado  or  a  newcomer  to  this  enchanting 

realm, this comprehensive book will provide you with 

invaluable insights and knowledge.

Within  these  pages,  you'll  discover  the  essential 

elements  that  define  opera,  from  its  captivating 

musical  scores  to  its  dramatic  storytelling  and 

elaborate  stagecraft.  You'll  learn  about  the  major 

periods  of  opera  history,  from  the  Baroque 

masterpieces  of  Handel  and  Monteverdi  to  the 

Romantic triumphs of Verdi and Wagner.

But  opera  is  not  just  about  the  past.  It's  a  living, 

breathing  art  form  that  continues  to  captivate 

audiences around the globe. This book will introduce 

you to some of the most exciting contemporary operas 
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and the visionaries who are shaping the future of this 

beloved art form.

Of course, no discussion of opera would be complete 

without  celebrating  the  extraordinary  singers, 

conductors,  and  directors  who  bring  these  works  to 

life.  In  this  book,  you'll  learn  about  the  legendary 

performers who have graced the opera stage, from the 

legendary Maria Callas to the contemporary stars like 

Anna  Netrebko  and  Plácido  Domingo.  You'll  also 

discover the influential  conductors who have shaped 

the  sound  of  opera,  such  as  Arturo  Toscanini  and 

Herbert von Karajan, and the visionary directors who 

have reimagined classic operas for modern audiences.

Whether you're planning a trip to the opera house or 

simply  want  to  deepen  your  appreciation  for  this 

extraordinary  art  form,  this  book  is  your  essential 

guide. So sit back, relax, and prepare to be transported 

to the magical world of opera!
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In  addition  to  its  comprehensive  coverage  of  the 

history, music, and performers of opera, this book also 

includes:

 A glossary of opera terms

 A timeline of important opera events

 A list of recommended recordings and DVDs

 An index of operas and composers

With its wealth of information and insights, The Opera 

Codex is the perfect resource for anyone who wants to 

learn more about the world of opera. 

6



Chapter 1: The Opera Canon

Defining the Opera Canon

The opera canon is a body of works that are considered 

to be the most important and representative operas in 

the  history  of  the  art  form.  These  works  are  often 

performed  by  major  opera  companies  around  the 

world and are considered to be essential listening for 

any opera enthusiast.

There is no single definitive list of operas that belong to 

the canon, but there are a number of works that are 

consistently  included  on  most  lists.  These  include 

operas by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Giuseppe Verdi, 

Giacomo  Puccini,  and  Richard  Wagner.  Other 

composers who have contributed to the canon include 

Gioachino Rossini, Gaetano Donizetti, Vincenzo Bellini, 

and Georges Bizet.

The  works  in  the  opera  canon  are  typically 

characterized  by  their  high  quality  of  music,  drama, 
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and production values. They are often based on well-

known  stories  or  historical  events,  and  they  feature 

memorable  characters  and  arias.  The  canon  also 

includes a number of operas that are considered to be 

groundbreaking or innovative in their use of music or 

staging.

The opera canon is constantly evolving, as new works 

are added and others fall  out of favor.  However,  the 

core works of the canon remain essential listening for 

any opera lover. These operas provide a glimpse into 

the history and development of the art form, and they 

continue to inspire and entertain audiences around the 

world.

Paragraph 2

The opera canon is not a static list of works, but rather 

a dynamic and ever-changing body of operas that are 

considered  to  be  the  most  important  and 

representative of the art form. The canon is constantly 
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being revised and updated,  as  new works are added 

and others fall out of favor.

There are a number of factors that can contribute to an 

opera's  inclusion in  the canon.  These factors  include 

the quality of the music, the drama, and the production 

values.  The  opera's  popularity  with  audiences  and 

critics is also a factor.

Paragraph 3

The  opera  canon  is  a  valuable  resource  for  opera 

lovers. It provides a list of works that are considered to 

be the most essential listening for any opera enthusiast. 

The canon can also help opera lovers to learn about the 

history and development of the art form.

Paragraph 4

The opera canon is not without its critics. Some argue 

that the canon is too narrow and that it excludes many 

important  works  by women and composers  of  color. 

Others  argue  that  the  canon  is  too  focused  on 
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traditional operas and that it does not include enough 

contemporary works.

Paragraph 5

Despite these criticisms,  the opera canon remains an 

important  and valuable  resource  for  opera  lovers.  It 

provides a list of works that are considered to be the 

most essential listening for any opera enthusiast. The 

canon can also  help  opera lovers  to  learn about  the 

history and development of the art form.

Paragraph 6

The opera canon is a living and breathing entity. It is 

constantly  evolving,  as  new  works  are  added  and 

others fall out of favor. The canon is a reflection of the 

tastes and values of  the opera-going public,  and it  is 

likely to continue to change and evolve in the years to 

come.
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Chapter 1: The Opera Canon

Major Works and Composers

The  opera  canon  is  a  collection  of  works  that  are 

considered to be the most important and influential in 

the history of the art form. These works have stood the 

test of time and continue to be performed and enjoyed 

by audiences around the world.

Some of the most famous operas in the canon include:

 Orfeo ed Euridice by Claudio Monteverdi (1607)

 The Marriage of Figaro by Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart (1786)

 Don  Giovanni by  Wolfgang  Amadeus  Mozart 

(1787)

 Fidelio by Ludwig van Beethoven (1805)

 Norma by Vincenzo Bellini (1831)

 Lucia  di  Lammermoor by  Gaetano  Donizetti 

(1835)
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 Rigoletto by Giuseppe Verdi (1851)

 La traviata by Giuseppe Verdi (1853)

 Aida by Giuseppe Verdi (1871)

 Carmen by Georges Bizet (1875)

 Tosca by Giacomo Puccini (1900)

 Turandot by Giacomo Puccini (1924)

These  operas  represent  a  wide  range  of  styles  and 

periods,  from  the  early  Baroque  era  to  the  late 

Romantic  era.  They  feature  some  of  the  most 

memorable  melodies,  characters,  and  stories  in  the 

history of opera.

The composers of these works are also among the most 

famous and influential  in  the history of  music.  They 

were pioneers in the development of opera and their 

works  continue  to  be  performed  and  enjoyed  by 

audiences around the world.

In addition to the operas listed above, there are many 

other works that are considered to be part of the opera 
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canon. These works include operas from all  over the 

world,  from the  Italian  bel  canto  operas  of  the  19th 

century  to  the  contemporary  operas  of  the  21st 

century.

The opera canon is a constantly evolving list,  as new 

works are added and others fall out of favor. However, 

the works that are considered to be the most important 

and influential in the history of opera will continue to 

be performed and enjoyed for generations to come.
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Chapter 1: The Opera Canon

The Evolution of Opera Styles

Opera has undergone a remarkable evolution over the 

centuries,  reflecting  the  changing  musical  tastes  and 

cultural values of each era. From its humble beginnings 

in the courts of Renaissance Italy, opera has blossomed 

into a diverse and multifaceted art form, encompassing 

a wide range of styles and genres.

The Baroque Period (1600-1750)

The Baroque period witnessed the birth of opera as we 

know it today. Composers such as Claudio Monteverdi 

and  George  Frideric  Handel  experimented  with  new 

musical  forms  and  techniques,  developing  the 

recitative,  aria,  and  chorus  as  essential  elements  of 

opera.  Baroque  operas  were  characterized  by  their 

elaborate  vocal  ornamentation,  complex  harmonies, 

and dramatic use of instrumental accompaniment.

The Classical Period (1750-1820)
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During the Classical period, opera composers such as 

Wolfgang  Amadeus  Mozart  and  Gioachino  Rossini 

simplified  the  Baroque  style,  emphasizing  clarity, 

balance,  and  melodic  beauty.  Classical  operas  were 

often  lighter  and  more  comedic  than  their  Baroque 

predecessors,  with  a  greater  focus  on  character 

development and ensemble singing.

The Romantic Period (1820-1900)

The Romantic period saw a return to grander and more 

emotional  operas,  with  composers  such  as  Giuseppe 

Verdi and Richard Wagner pushing the boundaries of 

musical  expression.  Romantic  operas  were 

characterized  by  their  sweeping  melodies,  lush 

harmonies,  and  dramatic  orchestration.  Wagner's 

operas,  in  particular,  were  known for  their  complex 

symbolism and philosophical depth.

The 20th Century
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The 20th century witnessed a wide range of operatic 

styles,  from the modernist experiments of composers 

such as Arnold Schoenberg and Alban Berg to the neo-

classical works of Igor Stravinsky and Sergei Prokofiev. 

Composers  also  began  to  explore  new  themes  and 

subjects,  such  as  social  justice,  psychology,  and  the 

human condition.

Contemporary Opera

Contemporary opera continues to push the boundaries 

of the art form, with composers such as Philip Glass, 

John Adams,  and Kaija  Saariaho creating  works  that 

are  both  innovative  and  accessible.  Contemporary 

operas often incorporate elements from other genres, 

such as jazz, rock, and electronic music, and explore a 

wide range of social, political, and personal themes.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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