
The Scroll Saw Masterclass

Introduction

Welcome  to  The  Scroll  Saw  Masterclass,  your 

comprehensive  guide  to  the  art  of  scroll  sawing. 

Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced 

woodworker looking to expand your skills,  this  book 

has everything you need to master this versatile and 

rewarding craft.

In this book, you will learn all the essential techniques 

of scroll sawing, from basic cuts to advanced carving 

and marquetry. You will also learn how to work with 

different materials, including wood, metal, plastic, and 

acrylic. With clear step-by-step instructions and helpful 

diagrams,  you  will  be  able  to  create  beautiful  and 

intricate projects, from small coasters and keychains to 

larger furniture pieces and outdoor structures.
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But  The  Scroll  Saw  Masterclass  is  more  than  just  a 

technical manual. It is also a celebration of the art of 

scroll sawing. You will learn about the history of this 

craft, meet famous scroll saw artists, and discover how 

you  can  use  your  scroll  saw  to  express  your  own 

creativity.

Whether  you  are  looking  to  create  unique  gifts, 

decorate your home, or simply enjoy the satisfaction of 

working  with  wood,  The  Scroll  Saw Masterclass  will 

provide you with the knowledge and inspiration you 

need to succeed. So pick up your scroll saw and let your 

creativity soar!

With  its  comprehensive  coverage  of  scroll  sawing 

techniques,  inspiring  projects,  and  engaging  writing 

style, The Scroll Saw Masterclass is the perfect resource 

for  anyone who wants  to  learn this  rewarding craft. 

Whether  you  are  a  complete  beginner  or  an 

experienced woodworker,  you will  find something to 
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enjoy in this book. So what are you waiting for? Start 

your scroll saw journey today!
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Book Description

The Scroll Saw Masterclass is the ultimate guide to 

scroll  sawing,  written  by  Pasquale  De  Marco,  an 

experienced scroll saw artist and teacher.

This comprehensive book covers everything you need 

to  know  to  get  started  with  scroll  sawing,  from 

choosing the right saw and setting it up to mastering 

basic and advanced techniques. You'll learn how to cut 

straight  lines,  curves,  angles,  and circles;  how to use 

different  types  of  blades;  and  how  to  work  with 

different materials, including wood, metal, plastic, and 

acrylic.

With  clear  step-by-step  instructions  and  helpful 

diagrams,  The  Scroll  Saw Masterclass  will  guide  you 

through every step of the scroll sawing process, from 

designing your own patterns to finishing your projects. 

You'll  also  find a  variety  of  inspiring projects  to  try, 
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from small coasters and keychains to larger furniture 

pieces and outdoor structures.

But  The  Scroll  Saw  Masterclass  is  more  than  just  a 

technical manual. It is also a celebration of the art of 

scroll  sawing.  You'll  learn  about  the  history  of  this 

craft, meet famous scroll saw artists, and discover how 

you  can  use  your  scroll  saw  to  express  your  own 

creativity.

Whether  you  are  a  complete  beginner  or  an 

experienced woodworker, The Scroll  Saw Masterclass 

has  something  for  you.  With  its  comprehensive 

coverage  of  scroll  sawing  techniques,  inspiring 

projects,  and  engaging  writing  style,  The  Scroll  Saw 

Masterclass  is  the  perfect  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants to learn this rewarding craft.

So pick up your scroll saw and let your creativity 

soar! 
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Chapter  1:  Getting  Started  with  Your 

Scroll Saw

Safety Precautions

Safety  should  always  be  your  top  priority  when 

working with any power tool, and scroll saws are no 

exception.  By  following  a  few  simple  safety 

precautions,  you  can  help  to  prevent  accidents  and 

injuries.

1. Always  wear  appropriate  safety  gear. This 

includes safety glasses, hearing protection, and a 

dust mask.

2. Keep your work area clean and well-lit. This 

will help you to see what you are doing and to 

avoid accidents.

3. Secure  your  workpiece  firmly  to  the  saw 

table. This  will  help  to  prevent  the  workpiece 

from  moving  while  you  are  cutting  it,  which 

could cause the saw to bind or kick back.
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4. Use a sharp blade. A sharp blade will cut more 

cleanly and safely than a dull blade.

5. Feed the workpiece slowly and evenly into the 

saw. Do not force the workpiece into the saw, as 

this could cause the saw to bind or kick back.

6. Never reach over the saw blade. If you need to 

adjust the workpiece, turn off the saw and wait 

for the blade to stop spinning before making any 

adjustments.

7. Keep  your  hands  away  from  the  saw  blade. 

This may seem like an obvious precaution, but it 

is important to be mindful of where your hands 

are at all times when working with a scroll saw.

8. Turn off the saw and unplug it before making 

any adjustments  or  repairs. This  will  help  to 

prevent accidental startups.

By following these simple safety precautions, you can 

help  to  ensure  that  you  have  a  safe  and  enjoyable 

experience when working with your scroll saw.
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Chapter  1:  Getting  Started  with  Your 

Scroll Saw

Choosing the Right Saw

Choosing  the  right  scroll  saw  for  your  needs  is  an 

important decision. There are many different factors to 

consider, such as the type of projects you want to make, 

the  size  of  your  budget,  and  the  features  that  are 

important to you.

Types of Scroll Saws

There  are  two  main  types  of  scroll  saws:  benchtop 

models and floor models. Benchtop models are smaller 

and more portable,  making them ideal  for  hobbyists 

and  small  workshops.  Floor  models  are  larger  and 

more  powerful,  making  them  better  suited  for 

professional  woodworkers  and  those  who  plan  on 

doing a lot of heavy-duty cutting.

Blade Speed
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The blade speed of a scroll saw is measured in strokes 

per minute (SPM). The higher the SPM, the faster the 

saw will cut. Saws with a higher SPM are better suited 

for cutting thinner materials, such as wood and plastic. 

Saws with a  lower SPM are better  suited for  cutting 

thicker materials, such as metal and hardwoods.

Throat Depth

The throat depth of a scroll saw is the distance from the 

blade  to  the  back  of  the  saw.  The  larger  the  throat 

depth, the thicker the material you can cut. Saws with a 

larger throat depth are better suited for cutting large 

pieces of wood or making intricate cuts.

Features

There are a number of different features that can be 

found on scroll  saws, such as variable speed control, 

dust  collection,  and  blade  guides.  Variable  speed 

control  allows you to  adjust  the speed of  the saw to 

match  the  material  you  are  cutting.  Dust  collection 
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helps  to  keep  your  work  area  clean  and  free  of 

sawdust. Blade guides help to keep the blade straight 

and prevent it from wandering.

Budget

Scroll saws range in price from a few hundred dollars 

to  several  thousand  dollars.  The  price  of  a  saw  will 

typically increase with the size, power, and features of 

the saw. It is important to set a budget before you start 

shopping for a saw so that you can narrow down your 

choices.

Recommendations

If  you  are  a  beginner,  I  recommend  starting  with  a 

benchtop scroll saw with a variable speed control and 

dust  collection.  This  type  of  saw will  be  suitable  for 

most  hobbyists  and  small  workshops.  If  you  are  a 

professional  woodworker  or  plan  on  doing  a  lot  of 

heavy-duty cutting,  I  recommend investing in a floor 

model scroll saw.
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No matter what type of scroll saw you choose, be sure 

to read the reviews and do your research before you 

buy. This will help you make sure that you are getting a 

quality saw that will meet your needs.

11



Chapter  1:  Getting  Started  with  Your 

Scroll Saw

Setting Up Your Saw

Before you can start scroll sawing, you need to set up 

your  saw  correctly.  This  involves  choosing  the  right 

blade, installing it properly, and making sure your saw 

is properly adjusted.

Choosing the Right Blade

The  first  step  is  to  choose  the  right  blade  for  your 

project. Scroll saw blades come in a variety of sizes and 

shapes,  each  designed for  a  specific  type  of  cut.  For 

general purpose cutting, a blade with a medium width 

(0.015-0.020 inches) and a medium number of teeth per 

inch (10-12 TPI) is a good choice.

Installing the Blade

Once you have chosen a blade,  you need to install  it 

properly.  First,  turn off the saw and unplug it.  Then, 
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loosen the blade clamp and insert the blade into the 

saw. Make sure the teeth of the blade are facing down. 

Tighten the blade clamp securely.

Adjusting the Saw

Once the blade is installed, you need to adjust the saw 

to  the  correct  settings  for  your  project.  The  most 

important adjustment is the blade tension. The blade 

tension should  be  tight  enough to  prevent  the  blade 

from vibrating, but not so tight that it breaks.

To  adjust  the  blade  tension,  turn  the  blade  tension 

knob  until  the  blade  is  taut.  Then,  give  the  blade  a 

pluck with your finger. The blade should vibrate at a 

high pitch. If the blade vibrates at a low pitch, it is too 

loose. If the blade does not vibrate at all, it is too tight.

Other Adjustments

In addition to the blade tension, you may also need to 

adjust the following settings:
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 Table tilt: The table tilt adjusts the angle of the 

table in relation to the blade. This can be useful 

for cutting bevels or miters.

 Blade  guard: The  blade  guard  protects  your 

hands from the blade. Make sure the blade guard 

is in place before you start sawing.

 Dust  collection: Dust  collection  helps  to  keep 

your  work  area  clean  and  free  of  sawdust. 

Connect a dust collector to the saw if possible.

Once you have made all of the necessary adjustments, 

you are ready to start scroll sawing!
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 
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