
Heaven Before Hell

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, a leading expert on the history and 

culture  of  Constantinople,  takes  you  on  a 

comprehensive  journey  through  this  enigmatic  city. 

From its humble beginnings as a small Greek colony to 

its  rise  as  the  capital  of  the  Byzantine  Empire, 

Constantinople has witnessed some of the most pivotal 

moments in human history. Through vivid descriptions 

and engaging anecdotes, Pasquale De Marco brings to 

life  the  sights,  sounds,  and  smells  of  this  vibrant 

metropolis.

In  this  captivating  introduction,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

explores  the  many facets  of  Constantinople,  from its 

political  and  religious  significance  to  its  thriving 

commercial and cultural life. You will learn about the 

city's magnificent architecture, its diverse population, 
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and  its  vibrant  nightlife.  Along  the  way,  you  will 

encounter some of the most fascinating characters in 

history,  from emperors  and  empresses  to  merchants 

and artisans.

Whether you are a history buff, a travel enthusiast, or 

simply  someone  who  is  curious  about  one  of  the 

world's  most  iconic  cities,  Heaven Before  Hell  is  the 

perfect  book  for  you.  With  its  rich  insights  and 

engaging  storytelling,  Heaven  Before  Hell  will 

transport  you back in  time to  the bustling streets  of 

Constantinople and leave you with a deep appreciation 

for its enduring legacy.

Constantinople was a city of contrasts. It was a place of 

great  wealth and poverty,  of  beauty and ugliness,  of 

piety  and  sin.  It  was  a  city  that  was  constantly 

changing, yet it always remained the same.

Constantinople was a city of immigrants. People from 

all over the world came to Constantinople in search of 

a  better  life.  They  brought  with  them  their  own 
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cultures  and  traditions,  which  helped  to  make 

Constantinople a truly cosmopolitan city.

Constantinople was a city of learning. It was home to 

some of the world's greatest universities and libraries. 

Scholars  from  all  over  the  world  came  to 

Constantinople to study.

Constantinople was a city of art. It was home to some of 

the  world's  greatest  artists  and  architects.  The  city's 

churches  and  palaces  were  decorated  with  beautiful 

mosaics and frescoes.

Constantinople was a city of religion. It was the center 

of the Byzantine Empire, which was the most powerful 

Christian empire in the world.  The city was home to 

some  of  the  world's  most  important  churches  and 

monasteries.

Constantinople was a city of trade. It was located at the 

crossroads of  the East  and West,  and it  was a major 
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trading center. Merchants from all over the world came 

to Constantinople to buy and sell goods.

Constantinople was a city of power. It was the capital of 

the Byzantine Empire,  and it  was the most  powerful 

city in the world. The Byzantine emperors ruled over a 

vast empire that stretched from the Mediterranean Sea 

to the Black Sea.
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Book Description

Heaven  Before  Hell is  the  definitive  guide  to  the 

history, culture, and people of Constantinople, one of 

the  most  important  and  fascinating  cities  in  human 

history.

From its humble beginnings as a small Greek colony to 

its  rise  as  the  capital  of  the  Byzantine  Empire, 

Constantinople was a city that was constantly changing 

and  evolving.  It  was  a  place  of  great  wealth  and 

poverty, of beauty and ugliness, of piety and sin. It was 

a city that was constantly at the crossroads of different 

cultures  and  religions,  and  it  was  a  city  that  was 

constantly being fought over and conquered.

But through it all, Constantinople remained a vibrant 

and cosmopolitan city, a center of learning and culture. 

It was home to some of the world's greatest scholars, 

artists, and architects, and it was a place where people 
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from all over the world came to trade and to exchange 

ideas.

Heaven Before Hell tells  the story of Constantinople 

from its founding to its fall, and it explores the many 

different aspects of this complex and fascinating city. It 

is a book that will appeal to anyone who is interested in 

history, culture, or travel.

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on the history 

and  culture  of  Constantinople.  He  has  written 

extensively about  the city,  and he has led numerous 

tours of Constantinople for both scholars and general 

audiences.

Pasquale De Marco brings his expertise and passion 

for Constantinople to life in Heaven Before Hell. This 

book  is  the  culmination  of  years  of  research  and 

writing, and it is a valuable resource for anyone who 

wants to learn more about this amazing city.
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Chapter 1: The City of Lights

1. The History of Constantinople

Constantinople,  the  capital  of  the  Byzantine  Empire, 

was one of the most important cities in the world for 

over a thousand years. It was a center of trade, culture, 

and religion, and its history is a rich and complex one.

The  city  was  founded  by  the  Greek  emperor 

Constantine I in 330 AD on the site of the ancient Greek 

city  of  Byzantium.  Constantine  renamed  the  city 

Constantinople after himself and made it the capital of 

the Roman Empire. The city quickly grew in size and 

importance, and by the 5th century it was one of the 

largest and most prosperous cities in the world.

Constantinople was a major center of Christianity, and 

the  home  of  the  Patriarch  of  Constantinople,  the 

spiritual  leader of  the Eastern Orthodox Church.  The 

city  was  also  a  major  center  of  learning,  and  its 
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universities were some of the most prestigious in the 

world.

In the 7th century, Constantinople was besieged by the 

Muslim Umayyad Caliphate. The siege lasted for seven 

years,  but  the  city  was  eventually  able  to  resist  the 

invaders.  The  siege  of  Constantinople  was  a  major 

turning point in the history of the Byzantine Empire, 

and it helped to ensure the survival of the Byzantine 

Empire for another thousand years.

In the 11th century, Constantinople was sacked by the 

Crusaders.  The  sack  of  Constantinople  was  a  major 

blow to the Byzantine Empire, and it led to the decline 

of the empire. In the 15th century, Constantinople was 

conquered  by  the  Ottoman  Turks.  The  conquest  of 

Constantinople was the end of the Byzantine Empire, 

and it marked the beginning of the Ottoman Empire.

Constantinople  remained  the  capital  of  the  Ottoman 

Empire  until  the  early  20th  century.  In  1923,  the 

Ottoman  Empire  was  dissolved,  and  Constantinople 
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was renamed Istanbul. Istanbul is now the largest city 

in Turkey, and it is a major center of trade, culture, and 

religion.
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Chapter 1: The City of Lights

2. The Architecture of Constantinople

Constantinople  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 

architecturally  advanced  cities  in  the  world.  Its 

buildings were a testament to the skill and ingenuity of 

Byzantine architects. The city was home to some of the 

most  famous  buildings  in  the  world,  including  the 

Hagia Sophia, the Great Palace, and the Hippodrome.

The  Hagia  Sophia  was  a  masterpiece  of  Byzantine 

architecture. It was the largest church in the world for 

over a thousand years. The church was built in the 6th 

century by the emperor Justinian I. The Hagia Sophia is 

known for  its  massive  dome,  which  is  supported  by 

four  massive  piers.  The  dome  is  decorated  with 

beautiful mosaics.

The Great  Palace was the residence of  the Byzantine 

emperors.  It  was  a  vast  complex  of  buildings  that 

covered over 100 acres. The palace was decorated with 
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beautiful mosaics and frescoes. It was also home to a 

number of gardens and courtyards.

The Hippodrome was a large stadium that was used for 

chariot races. It was the largest stadium in the world at 

the time. The Hippodrome was decorated with statues 

and  sculptures.  It  was  also  the  site  of  many  public 

executions.

In addition to these famous buildings, Constantinople 

was  also  home  to  a  number  of  other  beautiful 

churches,  palaces,  and  public  buildings.  The  city's 

architecture was a blend of Eastern and Western styles. 

Byzantine architects  were influenced by both Roman 

and Greek architecture.

Constantinople's  architecture  was  a  reflection  of  the 

city's wealth and power. The city was a major center of 

trade  and  commerce.  It  was  also  the  capital  of  the 

Byzantine Empire, which was one of the most powerful 

empires in the world.
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The architecture  of  Constantinople  has  had a  lasting 

impact  on  the  world.  Byzantine  architecture  was 

influential  in  the  development  of  Romanesque  and 

Gothic  architecture.  Constantinople's  architecture  is 

still admired today for its beauty and grandeur.
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Chapter 1: The City of Lights

3. The People of Constantinople

Constantinople was a city of immigrants. People from 

all over the world came to Constantinople in search of 

a  better  life.  They  brought  with  them  their  own 

cultures  and  traditions,  which  helped  to  make 

Constantinople a truly cosmopolitan city.

The  largest  group  of  immigrants  to  Constantinople 

came  from  the  Greek-speaking  provinces  of  the 

Byzantine Empire. These Greeks were fleeing from the 

Arab and Turkish conquests of their homeland. They 

brought with them their language, their religion, and 

their culture.

Another large group of immigrants to Constantinople 

came from the  Armenian  Highlands.  The  Armenians 

were  fleeing  from  the  persecution  of  the  Persian 

Empire. They brought with them their own language, 

their religion, and their culture.
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In  addition  to  the  Greeks  and  Armenians, 

Constantinople  was  also  home to  a  large  number  of 

immigrants  from  other  parts  of  the  world.  These 

included Jews, Muslims, Italians, and Slavs. Each group 

brought  with  them  their  own  unique  culture  and 

traditions.

The  people  of  Constantinople  were  a  diverse  and 

vibrant mix of cultures. They lived together in relative 

harmony,  and  they  contributed  to  the  city's  unique 

character.

The people of Constantinople were also a very religious 

people. The city was home to some of the world's most 

important  churches  and  monasteries.  The  people  of 

Constantinople were very devout, and they celebrated 

their religious holidays with great enthusiasm.

The people of Constantinople were also a very proud 

people. They were proud of their city and their culture. 

They were also proud of their Byzantine heritage. The 

people of Constantinople believed that they were the 
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heirs to the Roman Empire, and they were determined 

to preserve their legacy.

The people of Constantinople were a resilient people. 

They survived many wars, sieges, and other disasters. 

They always rebuilt their city and their lives, and they 

never gave up hope.

The  people  of  Constantinople  were  a  unique  and 

fascinating  people.  They  created  a  city  that  was  a 

beacon of civilization for centuries.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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